[image: image1][image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.png]MANDURAH



 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 


Hosted by 
Introduction to the Fireball

The fireball is a high performance two-person sailing dinghy offering exciting sailing, intense competition and a great social life off the water. It has a wide appeal as it is simple to build, reasonably priced and not too demanding to sail.
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The Fireball stands out from other similar dinghies as it is – 

· High performance, yet relatively forgiving,

· Can sail in almost any wind strength, 

· Is suited to both lake and sea sailing,

· Can be sailed by a wide weight range of crews,

· Can be sailed by all male, all female and mixed crews,

· Age is not a restriction with sailors ranging from 14 through to 75,

· Entry level boats are available from around $1000.00,

· Boats remain competitive for many, many years,

· The class is sailed in over 40 countries worldwide,

· Fireball sailing is as much about social as racing,
With an excellent race program, including club, state, national and world Championships, you'll never be short of good competition, boat on boat, crew on crew. With a social side to match you'll have just as much fun off the water. Perhaps this is why over 15000 Fireballs have been sold worldwide.

Many fireballs are amateur-built, a good indication of the simplicity of the design. The fireball hull and sail plans are of strictly one design, but the class rules allow you to adapt the position and design of gear to suit your own weight and style of sailing.

Anyone can sail a fireball Age or sex does not determine one’s ability to be competitive. Some countries\' leading fireball sailors are women. The class also has a strong contingent of sailors over forty.

Winning fireball races is not really a question of having an amateur or professionally built, plywood or fibreglass, old or new boat, but rather comes down to mastering the art of tuning, and sailing better than your competition.

Fireballs are a delight to sail in strong winds. The thrills of trapeze and spinnakers are hard to match in any type of sailboat or board. If capsized, the boats are easily righted, and can be sailed without bailing. The weight and strength of the crew is not as important as the tuning of the boat. The trapeze and sail handling requires skill rather than strength.

The fireball is an international class, with fleets in every region of the world, and associations conducts yearly World, Continental, National and State Championships.
	Designer
	Peter Milne from UK

	Year first built
	1962

	Crew
	2

	Trapeze
	Single

	Length over all
	4.63 metres

	Beam
	1.37 metres

	Hull weight
	79.4 kg

	Overall rigged weight
	103 kg

	Fixed sail area
	11.43m square

	Spinnaker sail area
	13.01m square

	Construction
	Timber or Fibreglass, Kevlar, foam sandwich

	Combined crew weight
	120 – 180kg

	Sailor’s age range
	14 – 75 years  with  average of 35 years 

	Number of boats built worldwide
	15000+

	Number of boats sailing worldwide
	500+

	Number of boats sailing in Australia
	50+

	Cost of new boat
	$21,000 Aus

	Cost of good 2nd hand boat
	$6,000 to $15,000 Aus

	Cost of starter boat
	$1,000 to $3,000 Aus


2012 FIREBALL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS


MANDURAH – WESTERN AUSTRALIA


27TH DECEMBER 2011 – 7TH JANUARY 2012





PRE-WORLDS AND AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 27 – 31ST DECEMBER 2011





WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS – 2ND – 7TH  JANUARY 2012





70 boats from more than 10 different countries expected





Two races each day approximately 1 hour each





Great racing with plenty of social activities off the water including – 


	


			Mayoral Reception and Welcome Night


			River Cruise with dinner


			New Year’s Eve and Pre-worlds Presentation Dinner	


50 Years of Fireball Party with next worlds launch


Worlds Presentation Dinner


Plus nightly presentations with drink and food specials





Boats are available to lease or buy for the regatta. 





Check out the regatta web site for more details – 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.fireballaustralia.org" �www.fireballaustralia.org�





If you would like more information please contact –





Ben Schulz – Fireball Australia Secretary or  


Kevin Luff – Worlds Regatta Chairman
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  Hosted by Fireball International, Fireball Australia & Mandurah Offshore Fishing and Sailing Club. 


Breakwater Parade,   Mandurah,   Western Australia, 6210          PO Box 219,  Mandurah WA. 6210


Contacts – Ben Schulz  +61 (0) 400 991 606   �HYPERLINK "mailto:ben@schulz.com.au"��ben@schulz.com.au�     Kevin Luff  +61 (0) 407 428 221  lofflot2@bigpond.com
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